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John Seaborn 

 District Governor  MD 24-C 

Greetings Lions of District 24-C, 

Well, 2020 has certainty taken a strange turn.  Just a week or two 

ago, I thought Coronavirus was a big panic over nothing, much like 

the Bird Flu or Swine Flu scares. But it seems like I was wrong. We 

are now faced with “social distancing” quarantines, and limits of 10 

people for any group gathering.  This has radically changed my plans 

to schedule a busy March and April full of Club Visits and Zone 

Meetings.  Many of our activities have been canceled or postponed, 

and others are left in limbo as we wait to see what happens.   

As I write this, one on of these things in limbo is our Lions of Vir-

ginia State Convention, scheduled for May 15-17 in Chesapeake.  

The Council of Governors held a phone conference last week to dis-

cuss our options.  We are looking into what our obligations may be 

with the hotel, how elections would be handled if the convention 

could not be held, and so on.  With the convention being 2 months 

away, will the crisis be behind us or will it still be hanging on? Sure 

would be nice to have a crystal ball. Since we don’t, we will confer-

ence again next week and go from there. As for local club activities, 

we believe it best for each club to decide what is best for them, in 

keeping with the latest public health guidelines. 

One thing for sure, we will all get through this. I remain optimistic 

that this will pass sooner, rather than later. When it does, Lions will 

be back in action and ready to serve. Continue to believe that we can 

grow our membership, believe that we can have a bigger service im-

pact in our communities, and believe that Lions can be Something 

Bigger. 

 

John Seaborn, Governor 

District 24-C Lions Clubs        

  

Something Bigger 
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First Vice District Governor 

Jean Cook 

 

Hello, Lions! 

Through the years, Lions have been asked to cope with all types of challenges and District 24-

C  Lions will not fail in meeting the needs of our communities during this unusual COVID-19 

crisis. 

I am encouraging all Lions to continue to serve in safe and unique ways during this time.  Also, 

I am asking all to continue to look forward and continue to make plans to do your projects, to  

attend District and State events in the near future.   

I plan to start visiting again as soon as it is safe for all. 

Thanks again for all of your SERVICE!!! 

Lion Jean Cook 

1st VDG  
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2020 Lions International Convention Cancellation 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lion, 

The Board of Directors has voted to cancel the 2020 Lions International Convention due to concerns 

about the coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that the next International Convention will be held in 

2021 in Montreal, Canada. 

After evaluating a variety of different options including moving the convention to a different venue or 

postponing the convention to a later date, the Board of Directors voted to cancel the 2020 convention. 

This decision was made with the health and safety of our Lions, staff and vendors in mind. 

Canceling the International Convention for 2020 impacts international officer continuity and candidate 

elections. After review of the International Constitution and By-Laws, this impact is outlined below: 

Executive officers and international directors will continue in their respective positions until the 2021 

convention in Montreal. All candidate elections for these positions shall comply with the provisions of 

the International Constitution and By-Laws for election at the convention in Montreal. 

An international director from the areas of Africa and Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, In-

donesia and the Islands of the South Pacific is permitted only in even-numbered years. As a result, no 

director from Africa or Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and the Islands of the 

South Pacific would be eligible for election until the 2022 convention. 

Barring any district election complaints, district governors, first vice district governors and second vice 

district governors elected during a convention of their respective districts will be accepted by Lions In-

ternational. The International Board of Directors intends to authorize commencement of the DG terms 

beginning July 1, 2020. 

We are disappointed that we will not be able to move forward with this international event, but we are 

optimistic that with each new day there is hope, and as Lions we will continue to find new ways to put 

our kindness in action while safely serving our communities. 

Regards, 

Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

International President 
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Introducing 

2019-2020 International First Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUGLAS X. ALEXANDER, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  

Lions Clubs International 

Douglas X. Alexander, from Brooklyn, New York, USA, was appointed to the office of first 
vice president by the Lions Clubs International Board of Directors on January 9, 2020. Vice 
President Alexander is a retired vice president for J.P. Morgan Chase Bank. A member of the 
Brooklyn Bedford Stuyvesant Lions Club since 1984, he has held many offices within the 
association, including club president, zone chair, region chair, vice district governor, district 
governor, cabinet secretary, cabinet treasurer and DGE group leader. He also served as a Li-
ons Eye Bank transporter, a member of the District and Multiple District PDG Association, a 
trustee of the New York State and Bermuda Lions Foundation, and was appointed as the Li-
ons representative to UNICEF-New York from 2012-2014. He has served on the USA/
Canada Lions Leadership Forum Planning and Host Committees and has been a presenter at 
several USA/Canada Forums. In recognition of his service to the association, he has received 
numerous awards including the club Lion of the Year, Club President’s Award, the Robert J. 
Uplinger Service Award, several District Governor Appreciation Awards, and the Multiple 
District Membership Growth Award. He is also the recipient of numerous International Presi-
dent’s Certificates of Appreciation, seven International President’s Awards and the Ambassa-
dor of Good Will Award, the highest honor the association bestows upon its members. He is 
a Dr. Franklin G. Mason Fellow, a W. P. Woods Fellow and a progressive Melvin Jones Fel-
low. In addition to his Lions activities, Vice President Alexander is active in numerous pro-
fessional and community organizations. He has served as chairperson of the advisory board 
for the New York Urban League and as a board member of the St. Francis DeSales School 
for the Deaf. He is also a recipient of the Congressional Record Award. Vice President Alex-
ander has two daughters, and his partner in service, Shabiki Cazabon, is a Lion and a Pro-
gressive Melvin Jones Fellow.  
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the impact on Lions Clubs 

No doubt that by this time we all are suffering from cabin fever from our social distancing and government im-

posed restrictions on meeting.  This is one time when being a small club of less than ten is beneficial.  However, 

most of our clubs are struggling with what to do with our meetings and with our service work in the community.  

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) published on their website (www.cdc.gov) an abundance of information for 

recommended guidelines.  Below are some commonly asked questions that you may want to share with your mem-

bers: 

What is coronavirus disease 2019?  Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread 

from person to person. The virus that causes COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during an 

investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China.  

Can I get COVID-19?  Yes. COVID-19 is spreading from person to person in parts of the world. Risk of infection 

from the virus that causes COVID-19 is higher for people who are close contacts of someone known to have 

COVID-19, for example healthcare workers, or household members. Other people at higher risk for infection are 

those who live in or have recently been in an area with ongoing spread of COVID-19. Learn more about places 

with ongoing spread at https:// www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission. html#geographic. The 

current list of global locations with cases of COVID-19 is available on CDC’s web page at https://www.cdc.gov/ 

coronavirus/2019-ncov/locations-confirmed-cases.html.  

How does COVID-19 spread? The virus that causes COVID-19 probably emerged from an animal source, but is 

now spreading from person to person. The virus is thought to spread mainly between people who are in close con-

tact with one another (within about 6 feet) through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs 

or sneezes. It also may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the 

virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 

way the virus spreads. Learn what is known about the spread of newly emerged coronaviruses at https://

www.cdc.gov/ coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html.  

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?  Patients with COVID-19 have had mild to severe respiratory illness 

with symptoms of: • fever • cough • shortness of breath  

What are severe complications from this virus?  Some patients have pneumonia in both lungs, multi-organ fail-

ure and in some cases death. People can help protect themselves from respiratory illness with everyday preventive 

actions. • Avoid close contact with people who are sick. • Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with un-

washed hands. • Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. If you are sick, to keep from spread-

ing respiratory illness to others, you should • Stay home when you are sick. • Cover your cough or sneeze with a 

tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. • Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  

What should I do if I recently traveled from an area with ongoing spread of COVID-19? If you have traveled 

from an affected area, there may be restrictions on your movements for up to 2 weeks. If you develop symptoms 

during that period (fever, cough, trouble breathing), seek medical advice. Call the office of your health care pro-

vider before you go, and tell them about your travel and your symptoms. They will give you instructions 

on how to get care without exposing other people to your illness. While sick, avoid contact with people, 

don’t go out and delay any travel to reduce the possibility of spreading illness to others.  

Is there a vaccine? There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. The best way to prevent 

infection is to take everyday preventive actions, like avoiding close contact with people who are sick and 

washing your hands often.  

Is there a treatment? There is no specific antiviral treatment for COVID-19. People with COVID-19 

can seek medical care to help relieve symptoms.  

Continued on next page>>>>> 
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the impact on Lions Clubs continued from previous page 

How can we meet during this time?  If your club is meeting at a church or restaurant you no doubt are bound by 

the entities operational guidelines.  As of the writing of this article, the Commonwealth of Virginia has a re-

striction banning groups of 10 or more unless you have adequate space to ensure the 6 foot social distance per seat.  

If you are using a restaurant, keep in mind that the number of staff is factored in the ten person restriction.  

An alternate to face to face meetings is the use of a program such as Free Conference Call.com.  This is a free tele-

phonic based system that allows your club members to dial in and input an access code and the you can have 

members in the meeting while your members are at home.  They only need access to a phone and you don’t need 

the internet unless you have a phone running VOIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol). 

Here is a graphic of the page once you set up an account: 

If your club is technology savvy, there are programs such as Google Hangouts, ZOOM, Go To Meeting, Facebook 

Groups and a host of other platforms that you can communicate with your members.  The FreeConfer-

enceCall.com is the most inclusive platform due to most all members have telephone access.   

If technology is not an option, what about a newsletter?   

Sometimes in the rush and madness, we loose sight of the basic things.  A short letter to your members offering 

news and information helps to keep everyone engaged and active.  It doesn’t have to be anything fancy, it just has 

to give your members basic information and it keeps the lines of communication open. 

How to serve? 
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2020 RLLI Wrap up 

With a little bit of luck, our MD-24 Regional Lions Leadership Institute was held in Charlottesville, 

VA  the weekend of March 6-8, 2020.  We beat the gathering restrictions by one week, and were very 

fortunate to have 27 out of 32 attendees turned out for the event.  It was an amazing weekend of learn-

ing, sharing, fun and fellowship.   

Congratulations to the following to the 11 Lions from MD 24 C for their participation and successful 

completion: 

NAME   CLUB 

Alison Cordero  Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

Brenda Cooper  Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

Shantelle Crouch Buchanan Lions Club 

Teresa C. Fridley Fincastle - Daleville Lions Club 

Irene Gilley  Forest Lions Club 

Michael Gilley  Forest Lions Club 

Jeffrey Wm. Gregory Rural Retreat Lions Club 

Patricia A. Jasper Buchanan Lions Club 

Connie Lynn Kramer Wytheville Lions Club 

William W. Marshall Wytheville Lions Club 

Paul Anthony Nester Dublin Lions Club 

These Lions, along with 16 others from across the Commonwealth, networked and established relation-

ships that will serve them as they serve others.  

 

 

 

 

   Alison Cordero     Brenda Cooper       Shantelle Crouch      Teresa C. Fridley             Irene Gilley               Mike Gilley  

       RVBLC                    RVBLC                       BLC                         DFLC                            FLC                           FLC 

 

 

 

 

    Jeff Gregory             Patricia  Jasper         Connie Kramer          Bill Marshall                Paul Nester 

       RRLC                          BLC                          WLC                         WLC                             DLC 
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2020 RLLI Wrap up (continued) 

RLLI Student and Faculty Group Photo 

Workgroup Photos 
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MD 24 C Cabinet Meeting Announcement and Notice 

District Governor John Seaborn would like to announce to  all the clubs and cabi-

net members that the 4th Cabinet meeting scheduled for Sunday, April 19, 2020 

at the Eyeglass Recycling Center on Elm Street in Roanoke, VA at 2:30 p.m. is 

cancelled due to the current state of emergency declared by the Governor of Vir-

ginia.  The MD-24 C Charity Foundation will meet at 1:30 p.m. at the same loca-

tion is likewise cancelled. 

District Governor John Seaborn stated that he may convene an electronic cabinet 

meeting at a later time to be determined.  Most likely, the meeting will take place 

via a teleconference.  Cabinet members will be notified via email. 
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Christiansburg Lions Club 

On February 25, 2020 gathered to celebrate 79 years of service to the greater Montgomery 
County area and the New River Valley.  Club President Lion Emily M. Burns led the 
evening’s ceremonies which included PCC Lion Marty Alford serving as a guest speaker, 
and inducting a new member Lion Harry  F.  Collins  Jr.  

The evening was also the occasion to present perfect attendance awards to its’ members.  
Most notable was recognition of Lion Alvin Hale who celebrated 47 years of service to the 
Christiansburg Lions Club. Christiansburg Lions Club currently has 49 members with about 
30 that actually participate in meetings and projects.   

 

 

Pictured is Christiansburg Lions Club Secretary Joe 
Wade who gave the following report at the Zone 
Meeting in December. 

 

 

 

The Christiansburg Lions celebrated the past years service with the following activities: 

Christiansburg Lions provide eye screenings each year with the SPOT Machine for 
all the schools in Montgomery County except for the Blacksburg Schools.  The club 
did around 1387 students this Lions Year with 129 referrals that had eye problems. 

Additionally Christiansburg Lions helped to purchase eye glasses and or eye exams 
for over 800 needy people each year. 

All of this service is made possible from their main fund raising project is the annual 
Holiday Craft Show at the Christiansburg Rec. Center where the club nets over 
$10,000 each year.  

Christiansburg Lions have made our annual donations to LCIF, LOVF, Leader Dog, 
Youth Exchange, Bland Contest, the Hearing Foundation, Eye Glass Recycling Cen-
ter, Montgomery County Christmas Store, Montgomery County Emergency Assis-
tance Program, Fire & Rescue squads in the county and the Leading Lights of New 
River Valley.   

The club just presented a Melvin Jones Fellowship to Lion Doug Kanney a deserving 
member and immediate past president of our club. 

Our President and Secretary attended the Fall Conference in Bristol, VA. 
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The Cave Spring Peace Poster Winners were presented at the January 9th Meeting Charlotte “Charlie” 
Floyd from James Madison Middle School with Peace Poster Chair Lion Kay Patrick, Art Teacher, 
Janet Curry, Principal, Whitney Johnson, mother, Leslie Floyd and Lion President Babs Newman 
School 
 

 
Rachel Turnbull from Woodrow Wilson Mid-
dle School with Lion President Babs, Chair-
man Lion Kay, Principal, Bradley Jenkins, Art 
Teacher, Gabrielle Gatske, parents , Chris and 
Carrie Turnbull and sister, Hannah  (pictures 1 
and 2) 
  
 
 
 
Ms. Edie Naughton RN, Health Educator at Carilion Well Said spoke on 
“Diabetes – The New Epidemic” at the January 23rd Meeting (picture 3) 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      
 
     
 

The Valentine Social for Cave Spring Lions and their guests was held on February 13th. (pictures 4,5 
and 6)  Lions Ricky and Deborah Edwards, Connie and Lion Tim Hash, Lion Gary and Esther Habla. 
Donations of soup and crackers were collected to support LOA’s Soup for Seniors Program. 

 
 
 
Lion Jim Newman presented Lion Tom Hudson with a 24-C 
Knights of the Blind pin for his 60 years to the Lions. (picture 7) 
  
  
 
 

 
On February 27th, Mr. Shannon Abell of LOA Area Agency on Aging 
and Coordinator of VICAP (Va. Insurance Counseling and Assistance) 
spoke on Medicare Fraud and Abuses. ( picture 8) 
  
  
 

Continued on the next page>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Cave Spring District Lions Club 
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Bland Contestants at the Cave Spring United Meth-
odist Church and Bland Winner Ester Kim with 
Chairman Lion David Moledor on March 1st. 
(pictures 9 and 10) 
  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
To celebrate Reading Across America Day ,Lion Dharam Sawh read to Cave Spring Elem. Pre-K pupils 
on March 2nd. (picture 11a and b) 
 

  
On March 12th, Mr. Travis Kendrick, Director of 
Education for the Mill Mountain Theater, spoke on 
“The Mill Mountain Theater” (picture 12)  Dharam 
will be sending this picture. 
  

 
 
March 26th Meeting cancelled due to COVID 19 restrictions 
  
  
Submitted by Lion Noel Cosby 

Cave Spring District Lions Club (Continued) 



MD 24 C Lions Roaring Pride Newsletter 

 15 

Daleville Fincastle Lions Club 

December 2019 

The Daleville Fincastle Lions Club gathered at a local restaurant, Tizzones, to fellowship as a group to celebrate 

the holidays.  Invitations were extended to District officers and most attended.   

January 2020 

There were many activities during the month of January.  At the January business meeting, Laini Hawkins came 

and presented the Club with a plaque of appreciation.  The Club donated $500 to Children’s Miracle Network (to 

be directed to Carilion Pediatric Cancer Center).  It was a gesture to honor Laini, a local high school student, who 

successfully recovered from a rare form of soft tissue cancer known as myxoid liposarcoma.  Laini organized a 

volleyball tournament in an effort to bring awareness of the disease to the public and to help raise funds for re-

search and treatment.   

Laini presented the plaque of appreciation to the Club – accepting is Past President Lion Carole 

Smith 

At the same business meeting, it was announced that the Club would be getting a second SPOT 

vision screening camera and HP printer.  Lions of Virginia Foundation gave $3,000 and Dr. E. G. 

Gill Blueridge Lions Sight Foundation gave $3,532.49 leaving a minimal amount for the Club to 

spend in order to complete the purchase.  Our Lions Club works with the Buchanan Lions and the Troutville Li-

ons to do vision screening in the public schools every year.  In addition, we screen between 30-40 daycare, pre-

school, and homeschool sites on our own.  This second camera and printer will let us help other local Lions 

Clubs, if we are asked.   

A donation was made to a local family who lost their home and all their possessions in a fire a few days before 

Christmas.  President Josh Werle met with the father to present a $500 check.   The family has two children who 

attend schools in Botetourt.  The family hopes to be able to rebuild at some future date. 

For the second year in a row, the Club set up a booth at the Roanoke Valley Home Show in 

the Berglund Center January 10-12.  Lions shared shifts through the weekend.  They sold 

LOVF raffle tickets, peanuts, and brooms.  Approximately $380 was made as a profit from the 

show.   

L-R  Lions Carole Smith, Kathy Boone, Mary Sue McCormack, and Lowell Skelton 

Representatives from the Club attended the January 13 Zone Meeting held at the Mt Pleasant Lions Club in Roa-

noke County.  Each Club that had representatives shared news about events and activities their club had engaged 

in and enjoyed fellowship during a wonderful meal. 

On January 28th, Tammy Brightwell, Lions of VA Secretary, spoke to the Club members about her duties and 

responsibilities.   

 

 

 

Continued on the next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Daleville Fincastle Lions Club (Continued from previous page) 

February 2020 

The month of February was busy with six vision screenings of Preschools and Daycares.  There 

were approximately 150 children screened and referrals made for about 12 children.  Because 

there was some flu circulating at the time, some facilities asked that we return later in the Spring. 

Our Club was able to read to two daycare facilities as we promoted Read Across America.  

Shown is Karen Sledd at Orchard Hills daycare. 

 

Another location where Lions read to the children was Mini World Daycare.  Shown is Lowell 

Skelton, Karen Sledd and Teresa Fridley 

 

 

The Daleville/Fincastle Lions Club made a couple of donations to neighboring places in the month of February! 

A donation of $250 was made to New Freedom Farm in Buchanan.  Lois Fritz, the 

Director, presented a program about the farm and how it is designed to help Veterans 

suffering from PTSD, alcoholism, and other problems as a result of their service.  

They work with horses and use them as therapy for those who might need help.   

Vice-President Lion Scott Johnston presented the check to Lois Fritz.  To her left is 

Andrew Kintgen and Beth Connolly 

 

Another donation made in February was to the Fincastle Fire Department.  Shown below is Presi-

dent Josh Werle and Mary Sue McCormack presenting a check to Henry Booze, Treasurer of the 

Fincastle Fire Department. 

 

Members of the Daleville/Fincastle Lions Club hosted their first Bland Music Competi-

tion on February 29 at The Glebe.  There were six contestants.  First place winner in the 

instrumental competition was Michah Paul Fender, who played the banjo.  Second place 

in the instrumentals was Justin Broughman, who placed the guitar.  First place in vocalist 

was Clara Maxon and second place was Hannah Martin. 

 

Lion Lowell worked with Lion Robin Ward to secure the location and to find judges.  District 24-C Bland coordi-

nator, Lion Clark Vandergrift was the host announcer.   

Back Row L-R:  Lion Jim Spitz, Vice President Scott Johnston, Carole Smith, Lowell Skelton 

L-R:  Nathan Fender, Michah Fender, Justin Broughman, Lion Mary Sue McCormack, Emory Maxson, Clara 

Maxson, Hannah Martin, Lion Robin Ward 

Continued on the next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Daleville Fincastle Lions Club (continued) 

March 2020 

 

New Member!!  Glenna Boothe, sponsored by her son C.J. Boothe, joined the Club on March 

10, 2020.  She was inducted by President Josh Werle.   

 

Teresa Fridley represented the Daleville/Fincastle Lions Club at the Leadership Conference held in Charlottesville 

over the first weekend in March.   

 

Lion Teresa accepts her Certificate of Completion from PID Richard Chaffin on the last day of 

the Leadership Conference. 

 

 

 

L-R:  Lions Kim Boswell, Zachary Preston, Lee Merrill, and Teresa Fridley – teammates at the 

Leadership Conference 

 

 

Submitted by  

Lion Carole Chappell Smith 

Daleville Fincastle Lions Club 
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Dublin Lions Club 

Dublin Lions Club has been busy with remodeling the clubhouse and making improvements to 

its building since the club allows the public to use the facilities for personal events, and the 

Club host the American Red Cross Bloodmobile.  

 

At the February meeting the club focus was on Pediatric Cancer with a program 
from the staff of the Lewis Gale (Pulaski, VA) Cancer Treatment Center.   Ms. 
Robin Thompson provided the club a very informative program and took time 
to answer member questions 

New Members were on the agenda for our February 2020.  PCC Marty Alford 

inducted the new members into the Dublin Lions Club.  Pictured are left to 

right:  Lion George Puckett, sponsor for Lion Dennis V. Jones  and Lion Don-

na  M  Settle with her sponsor Secretary Lion Carolyn Hager. 

Immediate Past President Lion Jim Cook took the opportunity to 

recognize the hard work and dedication of our past secretary Lion 

Burl Bowman with a President’s Appreciation Award for serving 

over 11 years as the Club Secretary 

On Monday March 9, 2020 Dublin Lions Club hosted their quar-

terly Bloodmobile for the American Red Cross.  Given our limitations on ser-

vice activity, this is a very impactful way to serve our community.  Members 

can also donate platelets at the Blacksburg American Red Cross Center for 

their Pediatric Cancer Programs.   

During the weekend of March 6-8, 2020 Dublin’s own Lion Paul Nester, First Vice 

President attended and successfully completed the Regional Lions Leadership Institute 

in Charlottesville, VA.  Lion Paul was in attendance with twenty six other Lions from 

across the state for this weekend of learning and networking. 

 

After seeing a plea for help on Facebook from the Pulaski Senior Center, the Dublin 

Lions answered.  The Senior Center provides a food bank that helps seniors with a 

variety of items to help fill the gap.  The Facebook plea asked for help and after our 

February meeting, Dublin Lions collected and delivered 246 cans of soup to the Sen-

ior Center as well as a $184.00 cash donation.  Where there is a need….there is a Li-

on. (Pictured with the Senior Center Director, is 2nd Vice President Robert Brouse) 

Also, during our February meeting, Dublin Lions Club welcomed the Fairlawn Lions Club who will 

meet jointly with Dublin Lions to help carry out service.  Together, “WE SERVE”.  Lion Judy Alford 

extended a very warm welcome to the members of the Fairlawn Lions Club. 

Like everyone else in the district and world, our March 19, 2020 membership meeting was cancelled 

due to the worldwide pandemic of CORVID 19.  To everyone please stay safe and stay healthy. 
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It’s difficult to know how to write this newsletter submission.  Winter is usually a slow time for Giles Breakfast 

Lions.  But the Coronavirus pandemic is effecting all of our clubs in lots of ways and we’ll all have to make 

some adjustments. 

 

The month of January saw Lion Charlie Herbert continuing Animal Yoga and Seed-To-Fork with the children in 

our county Head Start schools.   On January 13 the children were treated to cupcakes to help “Mr. Charlie” cele-

brate his 70th birthday.  Cupcakes were made by the birthday boy himself.  Also in January over 800 pounds of 

potatoes were distributed to county residents through the GLEEN Team’s winter potato drop.  Over 80 families 

were affected by this activity.    

 

Toward the end of the month Lions Charlie and Darlene, our Community Garden man-

agers, started seeds for this year’s garden.  The VA TECH Corporate Extension Office 

in Pearisburg offers space and a grow rack with lights for this purpose.  Plants stay 

there until they’re ready to harden off in the greenhouse.   

( photo – Lion “Mr. Charlie” doing yoga with children in one to the local Head 

Start classes) 

 

February saw Animal Yoga and Seed-To-Fork at the Head Start Schools two Mondays.  During the second ses-

sion the children shelled seeds from the sunflowers that were harvested at the Community Garden in the fall.  

Each child was able to take home a small bag of seeds to either plant at their homes this spring or to feed the 

birds. They also planted bean seeds in plastic zip-lock bags with wet cotton balls for moisture.  Before the state 

closed schools the children were able to see their beans sprout and begin to grow. 

 

On March 2 Giles Breakfast Lions members participated in Read Across America 

Day by reading Dr. Seuss books to the kindergarten and first grade classes at Eastern 

Elementary School in Pembroke.  Approximately 100 children were in attendance 

that day.  The children selected “Green Eggs and Ham”, and “The Cat in the Hat” as 

the books they wanted to hear.    

(Photo  – Lions Misty Carico, Sir Giles the Lions – aka Lion Betty Herbert) and 

Tonya Perdue read to a first grade class.  Not pictured, Lions Sherri Nipper-

Williams and Charlie Herbert) 

 

The club’s regular, monthly meeting was held via tele-conference on Thursday morning March 19.  This made 

for a shorter meeting since we didn’t have all the give and take that we do with in-face meetings.  But we were 

together by phone which was a good thing.  70% of our members attended this tele-conference meeting. 

 

Lions Charlie has moved plants from the Extension Office into the greenhouse and continues work preparing the 

Community Garden for planting.  He has had several new volunteers from the community step up in the last cou-

ple of weeks and looks forward to spending more time in the garden with his new helpers.  He’ll miss his Head 

Start potato planters and rock rakers this year but hopefully they’ll be back next spring. 

 

In April we will again meet via tele-conference.  Hopefully we can discuss and figure out a few ways we can 

continue to SERVE our community during these difficult times.  We wish all of our fellow Lions the best of 

health over the next months and hope that we don’t hear that any of you have become ill with this virus.  Please 

remember to practice social distancing and hand washing.   

 

Submitted by Lion Betty Herbert,  

Giles Breakfast Lions Club at jazsngr@hotmail.com 

 

Giles Breakfast Lions Club  
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Moneta Lions Club 

School Donations 

Members of the Moneta Lions Club have been on a roll recently, supporting the youth within Bedford County and 

beyond.  Early on in December the crafters within the club distributed more than 200 hand crafted ski caps to area 

elementary schools also The Ronald McDonald House Inc, Roanoke.   

A couple weeks ago through a joint effort of Bamba’s Socks, a generous local anonymous donor and the Smith 

Mountain Lake Good Neighbors, the Moneta Lions distributed 1,200 pair of brand new youth size socks. 

Most recently two area elementary schools shyly made mention that they were in need of the rarely mentioned…

underwear.  Rather than wait for the next Board of Directors Meeting to discuss reallocating funds within the 

club’s Activities Fund, members dug into their pockets, wallets, and purses gathering enough funds to purchase 

nearly 75 packages of assorted brief and panties. 

 

Photo 28:  Barb Ratcliff R.N. at Stewartsville Elementary School, beams with gratitude 

after receiving a much appreciated donation from Moneta Lions Gloria Guice, Mary Davis 

and Rob Senoski. 

  

Photo 29:  Octavia Davis, School Counselor for Goodview Elementary School, graciously 

accepts a recent donation presented by Moneta Lions Mary Davis, Gloria Guice and Rob 

Senoski. 

 

New Members 

Lions Clubs International, is today the largest service organization in the world with over 1.4 million members in 

more than 43,300 clubs in 714 Districts covering 182 countries and geographic areas. Lions Clubs are not social 

clubs, although there are social benefits to membership. Lions Club members give their time, skills and resources 

to raise funds for charitable giving both in their communities and internationally. 

 

Photo:  Moneta Lions Club Membership Chairperson Bart Matthies, proud sponsor of 

Judy Stone and Jim Byrnes, who were recently inducted into Lions Clubs International, 

by club Secretary Lion Pat Bailey, who presided over the ceremony.  

 

The Moneta Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at Resurrection Catholic Church, lower 

level, in the Morrow Hall.  For additional information about the club or to join us at one of our dinner meetings 

contact Lion Bart Matthies, at 540-297-4549, or send an email to   monetalionsclub@gmail.com 

 Submitted by: 

Lion Rob Senoski 

Moneta Lions Club 

robsenoski@gmail.com 

540-814-7821 
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COMING EVENTS 

DISTRICT 24-C  SCHEDULE 2019-2020 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Sunday, February 9, 
2020 

1:30 p.m. 
MD 24 C  Charity  

Corporation 
Meeting 

New River Criminal Justice 
Training Academy in Dublin 

Sunday, February 9, 
2020 

2:30 p.m. Cabinet Meeting #3 
New River Criminal Justice 
Training Academy in Dublin 

March 6-8, 2020* 
3:00 p.m. Start 

time  

Regional Lions 

Leadership  

Institute 

Charlottesville 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 
meeting is cancelled. 

Cancelled Cabinet Meeting #4 
Eyeglass Recycling Center                              

in Roanoke 

May 13-17, 2020 

State Convention  

is cancelled. 

Cancelled  State Convention 
Delta by Marriott in Chesa-

peake 
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Leader Dog Update 

Operations and Contact information 

Greetings, Lions, 

Per State of Michigan mandate, the Leader Dogs for the Blind campus in Rochester Hills, Michigan is 
currently closed. 

Because many staff members are working remotely, the performance of our systems may be impacted 
and response times may be affected. Some business operations requiring physical presence at the of-
fice will be limited, such as donation recognition letters, recognitions (e.g. Founders Tributes, puppy 
sponsorship materials) and club supply orders. We will address these areas as soon as possible upon 
returning to campus. 

Our Lions team is still available through the usual channels: 

Beth Slade, Director of Philanthropy for Lions Engage-
ment: Beth.Slade@Leaderdog.org, 248-218-6421 

Kathy Gilchrist, Lions Relations Specialist, KGilchrist@Leaderdog.org, 248-659-5012 

Mike Dengate, Lions Engagement Specialist, MDengate@Leaderdog.org, 248-650-7102 

Kathleen Breen, Lions Events and Logistics Specialist, KBreen@Leaderdog.org, 248-218
-6407 

All client classes have been postponed and will resume as soon as possible. For any client-related 
needs, please call our main number at 888-777-5332. 

Rest assured that we are taking all steps necessary to continue to provide outstanding care for our dogs 
in the canine development center. 

Together We Serve, 

 

Lions Beth, Mike, Kathleen and Kathy 

Your Leader Dog for Lions Engagement Team 

 

  

 

Leader Dogs for the Deaf and Blind 
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To:  All MD 24 C Lions Clubs 
 
Lions Clubs International  Foundation is proud to announce CAMPAIGN 100: LCIF 
Empowering Service. We’re celebrating a century of service while working to support 
Lions’ efforts for the next 100 years and beyond. With financial support from Lions, 
other donors and partners, the foundation is committed to raising $300 million by June 
2021. It’s an unprecedented goal but one LCIF is confident we’ll reach together. 
  
What’s the power of your gift to LCIF ? A safer and healthier world in which Lions have 
even greater opportunity to: 
  
Increase service impact in the areas of vision ,youth, disaster relief and humanitarian 
work. 
  
Fight diabetes to reduce it’s prevalence and improve quality of life for those diagnosed. 
  
Expand our global causes to include: 
 

1.   Hunger 
2.   Childhood Cancer 
3.   Environmental Issues 

  
You know the impact your services make on communities. Now expand your contribu-
tion to bettering the world though a personal financial contribution to Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation, ( Your foundation ! ) 
  
Every Lion in every club worldwide has the power to create a better future. We need 
100% participation from the clubs in District C, no matter how big or how small, give 
what you can ! Thank you for your financial gift and for joining the CAMPAIGN 100: 
LCIF Empowering Service movement. 
 
Donate today to change the world. 
 
Visit LCIF.org/donate to make a secure recurring or one-time contribution. 
 
Contact LCIF Donor Services at 630-203-3836 or donorassistamce@lionsclubs.org 

PCC Clark Vandergrift, Region 1&2 LCIF Coordinator 
 

CC Rick Carroll, Region 3&4 LCIF Coordinator 
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POUND LIONS CLUB 

Pound Lions Club Newsletter 

1st Quarter 2020 

The Pound Lions Club normally meets at the Lions Den in Pound on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each 
month.  This year, during the winter months, we decided to meet only on the first Monday of each 
month.  Our meeting place changed, also, and we have been meeting at Pizza Plus in Pound.  We had 
planned to go back to our twice monthly meetings in April, 2020, at the Lions Den but, due to the im-
pact of the Coronavirus, this plan is currently in limbo.  More information to follow at a later date. 

At our first meeting at Pizza Plus on January 6th, 2020, Club President Charlene Shortt gave a brief re-
cap of our Christmas activities.  We provided boxes of food for 4 families and purchased clothing and 
toys for 3 children.  In addition, we delivered 13 fruit baskets to area residents.  We also donated a 
bench to Chip at IGA as a token of our appreciation for all the assistance he has provided to our Club 
throughout the years. 

Again this year, our Club is working in conjunction with area churches 
and civic groups to provide meals for over 50 area residents who are 
homebound.   Charlene prepares the meals with assistance from several 
volunteers who assemble and deliver them.  On the second Monday of 
each month, members of the Pound Lions Club prepares desserts to be 
included with these meals.  Pictured below is Liz Neimeier as she pre-
pares the trays.   

 

To date this year, we have received two requests for eyeglasses, one for an adult and one for a child.  
Both requests were approved. 

We received one entry for the Bland Music Competition this year.  We have so many talented students 
in our area and we try to advertise the completion but, unfortunately, we never have a lot of entries.  We 
appreciate the students that enter and would love to see more participation.  We know the talent is there!  
If any of the other Clubs have ideas on how we can increase participation, we would love to hear from 
you. 

Club President Charlene Shortt contacted a representative of the Wise County Public Library to see if 
they had a need for a periodical containing information about diabetes.  After the discussion, our Club 
purchased a subscription to the periodical of their choice.   

 

 

Continued on the next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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POUND LIONS CLUB (continued) 

On March 2nd, Club member Janice Bolling participated in “Read Across America” at JW Adams 

Combined School.  Our area was well represented by volunteers from both the public and private sec-

tor.  We love our school! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pound Lions Club has a good working relationship with JW Adams and we try to assist them in 

any way we can.  Janice Bolling, who worked for the Wise County School System for over twenty 

years, is our liaison with JWA and she communicates with them to see how we can be of service.  She 

regularly checks with the Nurse to see if any of the items we have previously supplied need to be re-

plenished.  In March, the only items needed were Band-Aids, wipes, cough drops and peppermints and 

Janice purchased these items and delivered them to the school. 

Janice also checked with Fran Balthis, the Assistant Principal, regarding clothing items that they keep 

on hand for students at JW Adams.  Fran advised that they need girls’ size 7 and boys size 7 ½ and 8 

tennis shoes.  Janice purchased 2 pairs of boys’ shoes and 2 pairs of girls’ shoes and took them to JW 

Adams. 

We had planned for an Easter Egg Hunt in April for 45 second-graders at JW Adams, but, that activity 

is currently on hold as is the meeting in Clintwood on April 6th.  We pray for the safety of all and for 

strength for everyone in these unsettling times.  We hope to report more activities during the second 

quarter.  Be safe everyone.   

Submitted by  

Sherril Sturgill, Secretary 

Pound Lions Club 

Correction:  In the last edition of the Lions Roaring Pride the Pound Lions Club Presi-

dent Charlene Shortt and Liz Neimeier with Past District Governor/Council Chair Rick 

Carroll not District Governor John Seaborn as reported 
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Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

January 2020 ·  

At our regular meeting of Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club held January 15, 2020, we welcomed 

District 24-C dignitaries, District Governor, Lion John Seaborn, and 2nd Vice District Governor, Lion 

Eric Mills. They discussed the Campaign 100 Drive, the State Convention to be held May 15-17, 2020 in 

Chesapeake, VA., new Leo clubs, as well as presenting Proud to be a Lion pins and certificates to the 

following RVBLC members: Lions Alan Guyes, Andre Peery, Barbara Richmond, Brenda Cooper, Cliff 

and Mary Ann Demars, Diann Aultice, George Ferguson, J.J. Johnson, and Jean Broyles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

February 2020  

The Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club held their regular meeting on Wednesday, February 5, 

2020.      Past District Governor, Lion Cliff DeMars installed new member, Pat Blevins into RVBLC. 

Her sponsor is Lion Jim Dalton who told her that from this day forth, she will be addressed as Lion 

Pat. We welcome you Lion Pat. Lion Brenda Cooper has a slogan, ASK - Ask Someone to join 

RVBLC for Keeps. Our goal is to have each Lion bring in one new member this year. If you bring in 

a new member, you will receive a special shirt. See the shirt on Lion Jim Dalton in the photo below.  

 

Photo L-R: Lion Jim Dalton, new member, Lion Pat Blevins, and Lion Cliff De-

Mars. 

 

 

At our regular meeting of February 19, 2020, we inducted new member 

Johnny Johnson. His sponsor is Lion Suzanne Ross. We now have two J.J. 

Johnsons in RVBLC. Pictured are from Left to Right: New Lion Johnny 

(J.J.) Johnson, Lion Suzanne Ross, and Lion RVBLC Secretary J.J. John-

son. We will get this straight. 

 

Also, at our regular RVBLC meeting of February 19, 2020, we had guest 

speakers Jay Childress and Debra Smith from Gerdau Recycling in Roa-

noke, Virginia. Gerdau Recycling recycles metals big and small. They 

also will take appliances although there are restrictions on refrigerators. 

We are used to recycling of cans, cardboard, papers, glass, etc. but most 

of us did not know much about metal recycling. Thank you for your in-

formative presentation. 

MARCH 2020 

This month is starting out as a busy one for the Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club. Today, our 

volunteer Lions read to all grade levels at Fairview Elementary School as we participated in the Read 

Across America Program and in honor of Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  

 

Pictured above are our hard-working Lions from Left to Right: Lions 

Andre Peery, Walker Hartman, Ernie and Mary Jo Hubble, Barbara 

Richmond, Wanda Dalton, Alison Cordero, and Manuel Dotson, Jr. 

 

Continued on the next page >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

Continued from previous page: 

 

At our regular meeting of Wednesday, March 4, 2020, we welcomed Roanoke 

County Chief of Police, Howard Hall, who gave us information and advice 

about preventing crime in the greater Roanoke area. Chief Hall was kind to an-

swer all questions from our Lions Club members. Thank you Chief Hall. 

 

 

RVBLC Secretary, Lion J.J. conducted the installation of a new member, Nan-

cy Reid. Her sponsor is Lion Jim Dalton. Welcome to Roanoke Valley Break-

fast Lions Club Lion Nancy. We welcome you! 

 

 

Submitted by:   

Alison Cordero  

Roanoke Valley Breakfast Lions Club 

Special Note: 

 

Congratulations to Lions Alison Cordero and Brenda Cooper for their 

participation and completion of the Regional Lions Leadership Insti-

tute in Charlottesville, VA  March 6-8, 2020. 
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Smith Mountain Lake Lions Club News  

In Memory of Past District Governor 

Kirk Sampson 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Given the complexities of our current time, we struggle to find the appropriate means to pay our respect and honor 
the memory of those close to us.  Such is the case with the passing of PDG Lion Kirk Sampson.  Kirk Vincent 
Sampson, age 74, of Hardy, passed away at his home on Tuesday, March 17, 2020.  

He was a faithful and dedicated member of the Smith Mountain Lake Lions Club and the West Lake Country Club. 
He served as Past District Governor for the Lions and was also a recipient of the Melvin Jones Award, the highest 
honor one can receive in Lionism. He also retired from AT&T with over 20 years of service and he was an avid 
outdoorsman loving to golf, hunt and fish.  

Lion Kirk was born on August 11, 1945, a son of the late Thomas Weston Sr. and Glenda Shortt Sampson. He is 
survived by his son, Travis Weston Sampson (Shannon) of Hardy; daughter, Terri Sampson Jones (Patrick) of 
Herndon; grandchildren, Kaitlyn, Tyler and Logan Jones; brother, Thomas Weston Sampson Jr. of Richmond; his 
grand-dog, "Link"; other family members and friends. A celebration of his life will be held at a later date and will 
be announced by the funeral home.   

PDG Kirk was a very active member of Lions Clubs International not only in his club, but in the district as well.  
Health issues of late limited his ability to participate as he once did, but Kirk was an “all in” person who worked 
hard at any project that he was involved in.  Within his club, PDG Kirk worked with Peace Poster, the Reverse 
Raffle and host of other projects for the Smith Mountain Lake Lions Club.  Kirk was a Lion’s Lion.  He was the 
epitome of service.  On his obituary page it is recommended that a fitting tribute is to plant a tree to honor his 
memory.   

May God Bless Kirk and his family during this most difficult time.   

I leave you with this final thought: “What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what 
is woven into the lives of others.” History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides, classical author  

 

    

  

 

 

 

Submitted by 

PCC/PDG Marty Alford, President 

Past District Governors Association 
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For a Leader Dog Program or information for your club contact: 

PCC Marty Alford  

370 Windsor Drive,   

Christiansburg, VA 24073.6099 

Call or text 540-392-1453 

Email = marty.alford1960@gmail.com 

Send your club donations directly to  
 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 1039 S. Rochester Rd., Rochester Hills, MI 48307-3115.  

Every Year, Lions + Leader Dog =

1,095,000
Days of independence

200
Leader Dogs matched 

with clients

100
Clients provided with 
white cane training

24
Teenagers who gain 

leadership and travel skills

6
Customized guide dog training 
for clients who are Deaf-Blind

$0
Cost passed on 
to our clients

Leader Dogs for the Deaf and Blind 
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LIONS OF VIRGINIA FOUNDATION, INC. 
Serving Humanity Since 1972 

 

To All Virginia Lions Clubs, 

 

As you probably know by now, the Lions of Virginia State Convention has been cancelled for 
this year.  The LOVF Raffle, traditionally held at the convention, HAS NOT BEEN CAN-
CELLED!  LOVF is legally obligated to hold the raffle and winning tickets will be drawn on the 
scheduled day, May 17, 2020.  As we are obligated to pay out $11,000 in prize money, we need 
your help more than ever.  First, if you have ticket books to sell, please sell them.  Every book 
sold will help us cover our financial exposure.  Second, please remit all sold ticket stubs, with 
accompanying payment, no later than May 1, 2020. 

 

We are utilizing the LOVF District Representatives as collection points for the sold tickets, as 
they are most familiar with the clubs in their areas.  The Reps are: 

24-L (old 24-C) – Mary Beth Schwab  24-C (old 24-F) – Priscilla Hall 

24-L (old 24-A) – Charles Carroll  24-I (old 24-B) – Ray Mueller 

24-C (old 24-E) – Deborah Chaffin  24-I (old 24-D) – Pat Kerr 

We realize that clubs are in different situations and may utilize different methods to get their 
tickets to the District Reps.  Direct drop off, delivered by another person who is “heading that 
way”, U.S. Postal Service, or other.  The important thing is that they get to the District Rep, not 
the manner in which they get there.  Should your club choose to utilize the U.S. Postal Service, 
keep you receipt for the postage charges.  You can submit the receipt to me and you will be re-
imbursed. 

 

As always, the booklets which you are turning in should remain stapled.  Please do not pull out 
the staples!  Also, payment needs to accompany the booklets which you are turning in.  If pay-
ment does not accompany the submitted booklets, those tickets will not go into the drum.  We 
also ask that you minimize the number of checks covering the booklets which are being turned 
in.  Ideally, there is one club check to cover your submission (as opposed to separate checks 
from individual Lions buying a book). 

 

I thank you in advance for your assistance and support in bringing this raffle to completion 
during these trying times.  Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Lion Jim Newman, President, LOVF 

540-525-1726 (cell)  email: newmanjjnewman@gmail.com 

mailto:newmanjjnewman@gmail.com
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Newsletter Schedule 
2019—2020 

Lions Roaring Pride  

District 24-C 

Issue 1 

Deadline  Sept. 15, 2019 

Mailing    Oct. 1, 2019 

Issue 2 

Deadline Dec. 15, 2019 

Mailing    January 27, 

2020 

 Issue 3 

Deadline March 15, 2020 

Mailing   April 7, 2020 

  

Issue 4 

Deadline June 15, 2020 

Mailing   July 2, 2020 

 

Reminder: Please submit 

news as text file and 

photographs in jpg for-

mat. Do not embed them 

in the article. 

Greetings Fellow Lions, 

Amid the storm of the COVID-19 Pandemic, I can 

not remember a time  that our entire world has 

been effectively shut down.  During this time take 

time to reach out to your club members, especially 

the elder members who might be shut in.  Check on your neighbors, and 

most importantly stay in touch with  family.  As we attempt to weather this 

storm, don’t quit your service.  There is always something that you can do.  

Collectively we will come out of this stronger and with a renewed focus.  

Be the change. #Lions Serve 

Yours in Service 

Lion Marty Alford PCC 

Lions Roaring Pride Editor 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Lions Roaring Pride Newsletter 
MD 24 C Lions of Virginia 

Lions of Virginia  
PCC Marty Alford, Editor/Publisher 

370 Windsor Drive 
Christiansburg, VA 24073-6099 

 

Phone: 540-392-1453 
E-mail: marty.alford1960@gmail.com 


